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pictures generally made by professional painters of the
present day. They are usually coloured "daubs," intend-
ed to represent by figures and other accessories the
exploits of some mythological hero. No attention is paid
to symmetry, to perspective, or to an effective ad-
justmeik of light and shade. But,the Government Schools
of Art in the different presidency towns have already
wrought a wonderful change in the ideas about painting
hitherto entertained by Hindu artists.
Delhi is the chief centre of the industry in ivory-paint-
ings. Miniature ivory-painting is a development of
the art of illuminating Persian manuscripts, so much
admired and -so eagerly sought after IP the days of
Mahomedan supremacy. Portraits of Emperors, Em-
presses and other beauties of the Mahomedan Court,
and pictures of the chief buildings in Northern India,
like the Ta*j at Agra and the Juma Masjid at Delhi, are
favourite subjects. The artists also copy in colours
photographic portraits. Watercolour alone is used.
These miniature paintings are often employed to decorate
carved ebony caskets, and are also set in jewellery.
Mica-paintings are made at Trichinopoly in South
India. They are chiefly illustrative of castes and native
Industries. Paintings on mica are also executed in
Benares, illustrating trades and industries, and the reli
gious ceremonies and festivals of the Hindus. In sets
of pictures representing trades, a curious device is
adopted to make one face serve lor a series of figured.
Mica paintings are not in large demand, and the industry
does not appear to be in a flourishing condition. Neither